Community Center Survey Results

This package contains the results of the Survey on establishing a Community Center.
The survey was distributed in the November Town Crier.

113 surveys were returned on time and 5 more came in on November 29th and 30th.
2033 surveys were mailed out, for a 5.8% response rate. The survey cost $600 to print.

The first two pages summarizes the results in the following categories:
All responses

Homeowners

Apartment dwellers

Families with children

Families without children

Responses of people voting yes that the town needs a center
Responses of people voting yes that they would use such a center
Responses of families with children in the Boys & Girls Club

The next 15 pages give the complete responses on the survey. The questions on
current use have been consolidated into responses of 1, 2, or N for the three possible
responses. The questions on frequency of use have been consolidated as D, W, M, or Y
to correspond with the choices in the question.

The third section of 16 pages gives the comments written on the surveys.

The following table summarizes the results of the survey.

Respondent Type Need CC Will Use | Different Raise

CC Fees Taxes?

Yes| No | Yes| No | Yes| No | Yes | No

All (118) 31| 8 | 39 | 64| 92 | 14 | 21 | 95
Homeowners (113) 27 | 80 | 35| 63| 88 | 13 | 18 | 94
Apartments (5) 4 1 4 1 4 1 3 1
Fam. w. children (34) 15 | 17 | 19 | 11 | 28 2 12 | 21
Fam. w/o children (84) 16 | 64 | 20 | 53 | 64 | 12 9 74
Fam. w. children in RBGC (15) | 12 3 12 3 13 1 10 5

A copy of the survey is included for your reference at the end of the document.

Gerard F. Kiernan
Chair
Community Center Study Committee



Survey Results Summary

Survey Results of 118 Received

Question All H/O | Apt.| wi/child | w/o child/Need CC| Use CC | RBGC
la BH 1yr 2 2 0 1 1 2 2 1
2yr 5 5 0 4 1 3 3 3
Nvr 86 83 3 21 65 15 23 5
1b CP 1yr 9 9 0 5 4 5 6 2
2yr 8 8 0 6 2 4 4 3
Nvr 79 77 2 18 61 12 19 4
1c P.G.P. 1yr 4 4 0 3 1 2 2 2
2yr 6 6 0 1 5 3 3 1
Nvr 81 79 2 20 61 13 21 5
1d Other 1yr 12 12 0 4 8 5 5 1
2yr 11 10 1 6 5 7 7 5
Nvr 49 47 2 8 41 5 10 1
2a >wk 5 5 0 4 1 3 3 1
2b wk 8 8 0 3 5 5 5 3
2C mon 7 7 0 2 5 3 4 1
2d >yr 10 10 0 2 8 5 6 1
3a No int. 51 50 1 13 38 2 7 2
3b No trans 6 3 3 3 3 5 6 2
3c Sched 19 16 3 5 14 10 12 4
3d Cost 9 7 2 3 6 7 7 2
3e Unaware 21 20 1 6 15 6 7 2
3f Other 17 16 1 5 12 8 8 4
4a Sr. Ctzn. 9 8 1 1 8 1 1 0
4b Ad. Ed. 4 4 0 2 2 3 3 2
4c Fitness 13 12 1 8 5 10 10 6
4d Teen 3 3 0 3 0 3 3 3
4e Art/Craft 9 9 0 7 2 5 5 5
Af Exercise 6 6 0 5 1 5 5 4
49 Spec. Pop 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1
4h Sports 9 9 0 6 3 9 9 6
5. AIP Mus |Yes 68 66 2 20 48 21 25 11
No 44 41 3 13 31 10 14 4
6. Riversdale|Yes 80 78 2 24 56 22 28 10
No 31 28 3 9 22 8 10 4
7.B/G Club |Yes 19 17 2 15 4 14 14 15
No 93 90 3 18 75 16 24 0
8. Ch/Schl |Yes 31 30 1 18 13 14 18 9
No 77 73 4 15 62 15 19 6
9a. Eqg Yes 33 32 1 15 18 10 16 8
No 60 57 3 15 45 13 15 4
9.b Camp Yes 4 3 1 2 2 2 2 2
No 79 76 3 23 56 17 24 6
9c. RP Day |Yes 85 81 4 31 54 25 33 13
No 21 20 1 3 18 4 4 2
9d. Hallow. |Yes 26 24 2 14 12 12 15 8
No 62 60 2 15 47 10 14 4
9e. Holiday |Yes 21 19 2 12 9 9 12 7
No 67 65 2 17 50 13 17 5
9f. Seniors |Yes 20 18 2 3 17 3 6 1
No 72 69 3 23 49 16 20 7
99. English |Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
No 82 78 4 25 57 18 25 8




Survey Results Summary

Survey Results of 118 Received

Question All H/O | Apt.| wi/child | w/o child/INeed CC| Use CC| RBGC
9f. Dance Yes 12 12 0 5 7 6 7 3
No 74 70 4 22 52 15 21 7
9g. Farm Yes 95 92 3 29 66 29 36 15
No 18 16 2 4 14 2 3 0
10a Health 37 35 2 12 25 22 26 8
10b Citizen 7 6 1 4 3 5 5 2
10c Moms 16 15 1 8 8 12 14 5
10d Adult 10 10 0 2 8 7 8 2
10e FT cc 8 8 0 4 4 6 8 2
10f PT cc 10 9 1 7 3 9 10 3
109 PAS 34 31 3 15 19 22 27 10
10h VAS 36 33 3 14 22 23 27 9
10i Mtg 32 30 2 13 19 21 25 7
10j Other 15 14 1 10 5 11 12 8
11. Fees Yes 92 88 4 28 64 27 34 13
No 14 13 1 2 12 4 5 1
12. Taxes Yes 21 18 3 12 9 20 20 10
No 95 94 1 21 74 10 18 5
13. Use CC |Yes 39 35 4 19 20 31 39 12
No 64 63 1 11 53 0 0 3
14. Need CC|Yes 31 27 4 15 16 31 31 12
No 81 80 1 17 64 0 7 3
14.Live House 112 112 0 32 80 27 35 14
Apart. 5 0 5 2 3 4 4 1
15. House [Own 113 113 0 32 81 27 35 14
Rent 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
16. Ages 0-6 15 15 0 15 0 3 6 3
7-12 15 14 1 15 0 8 10 7
13-18 16 14 2 16 0 10 11 9
19-50 69 67 2 32 37 25 30 14
51-up 69 66 3 9 60 12 16 5




File# [Survey #4 1la 1b 1c 1d 2 3a 3b 3c 3d 3e 3f
BH CP | PGP | Other| Freq |No int.|Trans.|Sched| Cost | Unk. | Other

1 2231 N N N N 1

2 164

3 616 1

4 1366 N N N N 1

5 1869 N N N N 1 1

6 185 N 1 N 1 1 1

7 172 2 1 M 1
8 1514 N N N N 1
9 171 N N N 1 1 1

10 186 N N N N M 1

11 1311 N N N 1

12 159 N N N 2 1
13 1819 N N 2 W 1 1 1
14 1437 N N N N 1

15 831 N N N 1

16 1080 1 Y

17 1059 2 Y

18 1369 N N N N 1

19 1081 N N N N 1

20 2018 N N N

21 878 N N N 1

22 157 N N N 1

23 816 N N N N 1
24 1310 N N N N 1

25 1632 N N N 1 Y

26 853 N N N N 1 1
27 1086 N N N N 1 1
28 1313 N N 2 1

29 2052 N N N N 1 1

30 167 1 1 1
31 519 N N N 1

32 1058 1 1 2 Y

33 1419 N N N N 1 1

34 1773 2 1 2 2 D

35 663 N N N N 1

36 1484 N N N 1 Y 1 1 1
37 1330 2 2 D

38 1033 N N N N 1

39 516 2 1 1
40 2050 1 2 2 W

41 1003 N N N N 1 1

42 898

43 393 1 W

44 803 N N N N 1

45 1421 N N N N 1
46 1354 N N N N 1
47 1034 N N N 1

48 952 N N N 1 1 1

49 1494 N N N N 1




File# [Survey #4 1la 1b 1c 1d 2 3a 3b 3c 3d 3e 3f
BH CP | PGP | Other| Freq |No int.|Trans.|Sched| Cost | Unk. | Other

50 504

51 1036 N N N 1 1

52 2060 N N N N 1

53 709 1 Y

54 818 N 2 N N 1 1 1

55 1413 N 1 N W

56 1889 N 1 N Y

57 719 N N N 1 1

58 632 1 W 1

59 1874 N N N N 1

60 1436 N N N N 1 1

61 608 2 2 1 M

62 820

63 166 N N N N 1

64 2238 N N N N 1

65 832 N N N 1

66 2154 N 1 N Y

67 1585 M

68 145 N N N N 1 1 1 1 1

69 2009 2 1 2 Y

70 1198 N N N N 1

71 547 N N N N 1

72 1403 N N N N 1

73 1208 N N N N 1

74 1065 N N N N 1

75 631 N N N 1

76 1888 N N N 1

77 812 N N 2 2 W

78 2005 N N N N 1

79 912

80 716 N N N N 1

81 1877 N N N 1

82 1373 2 1 1

83 1470 1 D,W 1

84 1200 N N N N 1

85 2206 N N N N 1

86 1812 1

87 641 N N N N 1

88 855 N N N N 1

89 303 N 1

90 653 2 1

91 2347 1 1 1

92 1931 N N N 2 1 1

93 356 N N N 1

94 1788 N N N 1

95 1802 N N N 1 1

96 1440 N N N N 1

97 2214 N N N N 1

98 854 N N N N 1




File# [Survey #4 1la 1b 1c 1d 2 3a 3b 3c 3d 3e 3f
BH CP | PGP | Other| Freq |No int.|Trans.|Sched| Cost | Unk. | Other

99 2254 N N N N 1

100 722 N N 1

101 894 N N N N

102 2230 N N N N 1 1

103 1306 N 1,2 N D

104 715 N N N 1

105 1774 N N N 1,2 M 1

106 1029 N N N N 1

107 175 N N N N 1

108 707 M

109 357 2 2 W

110 840 1

111 866 1

112 1882 2 M 1

113 1427 N N N 2 Y 1

114 1822 1 1 1 D

115 1828 N N N N

116 349 N N N 1 1 1

117 695 N N N 1 1

118 892 N N N N 1
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File

1

4

5

Survey

2231

164
616

1366

1869

Comments

#7 This will change soon.

Riverdale Park is not an Island & the continued assertion by some of
political leaders that Riverdale Park must have one of everything will
eventually bankrupt us all. If there were even some hint that we
should try to work with other municipalities or Park/Planning on this
issue | would have a different attitude.

| am absolutely opposed to moving forward on this project until our
streets & sidewalks are redone.

#3 have our own exercise room

If Riverdale Park is to explore creating a community center it must do
so in the context of long-range and comprehensive planning. There
has been a great deal of effort put into revitalizing the central core of
the town, thus it seems foolhardy to discuss placing a community
centre on the edge of town (i.e. NOAA) if that would undermine the
goal of drawing people to the town center. Furthermore, Riverdale
Park currently is participating in a major effort tp create a heritage
area along the Route One corridor where economic revitalization is a
hoped-for outcome. Perhaps we should be looking at collaborating
with Hyattsville to create a community center that would enhance Rt.
One. The car dealerships are a blighted area that would be an
obvious choice. Finally, a truly comprehensive approach to this
guestion would examine the long-range plans of the board of
Education for the elementary school. Clearly the time will come when
this structure will come down and a new school will be located in a
location providing better parking, athletic fields, etc. The present
school location as a community center would better serve residents
east of the river.

#14 do not have enough info to decide

The following response is from our family as private citizens:

For nine years we have spent many hours and many dollars
renovating a house and making a lifetime investment in Riverdale
Park. We are willing to pay taxes for high-quality services and are
very pleased with the police, public works, code enforcement, and
town administration here. We desperately want the town to invest in
repairs for the crumbling street and sidewalk in front of our house and
are willing to wait a few more years for the town to find the money to
do so. We believe that when the town finishes its ambitious
infrastructure improvement plan the town should, if it is financially
able, pursue offering residents other services. Our first choice at that
time would be recreation and culture programs and also helping
supplement the education of the town's children.

However, Ms. Davis, as she does with all council decisions, will
balance her family's needs with the will of the people of Riverdale



File

10

11

Survey

185

172

1514

171

186

1311

Comments
Park.

#1d Bladensburg? (Father has scout troop)

| think the surrounding areas (very close to Riverdale Park) offer
everything we need if we only knew about the activities. | think
Riverdale Park has a lot of other issues we could spend the alotted
tax money on now. Slowing down traffic through town, beautification
projects, Code enforcement ( A, fix up properties B, tow cars) and
enforcement of town code. These projects will command higher
prices for resale not a community center. We have so many
resources so close to our homes. We just need to be educated on
where and what they are. As for Riverdale Park- Don't raise taxes-
use the money we already have and lets fix up our surrounding first!
I.E. Town Center!!! Building a community center will not bring new
blood into our town. Working with the tax money we now pay and
fixing up what we already have would be a great start. Lets not start
anything else until we fix up what we have.

1b 3-5yrs

1c 3-5yrs.

1d Chillum splash pool & Fairland Athletic Center, Linson & Adelphi
pool 7 North Brentwood & Greenbelt

3f Too far away to schedule regularly

10j Parenting classes, Support groups( AA, etc.)

11. 8. No or very low fee for residents

12. I understand state & county funding could be available too

33f There are plenty of places people can go without raising taxes to
build and matain (sic) a center in Riverdale. We have our town
meeting room, scool (sic)- fire hall-MNCPP bld- in our area. What
else do you want."O" | forgot- (raise taxes)(to)(be importain(sic)) NO
We pay more enought(sic) 45 years we have liv in Riverdale and
enought (sic) is enought(sic). It will never be Riverdale Park to me
and my wife.

1d. Edmonston

10a Depending on cost involved

We have a nice town hall which is under-utilized and which should be
used for community activities if, and only if, a community center is
deemed needed. Personally, | would rather spend the money on
improving streets, sidewalks and streetlighting. The Sunday night
dance club is a good example of the town hall being put to good use.
| do not believe we need a community center.

3a Most are very boring

As a home owner and resident of Riverdale for 44 yrs- | am definitely
opposed to a Community Center- our Town funds can be used for
better projects. Years ago, we had a Center on 51st Ave- adequate
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159

1819

1437

831

1080

1059

1369

1081

for the Civic Committees and Organizations but it was used by the
Fire Dept, wedding receptions, Birthday parties etc. and wrecked-
some of our Male Citizens renovated it & then it was turned over to
Boys & girls club. If it is good enough for the Adults- of which about 7
groups use Town Hall and several others uses residences for privacy
and their Meetings.

#12- This is a definite "NO-NO"- | do not favor a Community Ccenter
from my real estate Taxes- so no increase.

1d Mother lives there Invites grandchildren.
| really do feel with all the building we have to choose from, we do not
need a community center. Thank you

| have read that there is going to be a community center here for a
long time, yet nothing has ever happened. Why? Other areas get
them, but we do not. | have been told that Park & Planning will not
build us one. If that is true we should do it ourselves. a small increase
in property taxes, say $10-25 year would be a worthwhile expense
and make our community feel special. It will give us space for adults
like my family and provide adult recreation of which there is none
locally. | think this is a great idea. Let's not delay any more. Let's just
do it. Our property values may suffer at the expense of our neighbors
if we don't.

We do not believe there is a need for a community center in
Riverdale, and we do not want our money to pay for one. We believe
three neighboring centers is plenty. Please do not raise our taxes to
fund one.

1d New Carrollton Rec Center

In response to question 14:

We have lived in Riverdale Park only a short time(slightly over one
year). However, we have had no difficulty in making connections with
our community. We are involved in one of the community
associations, we have met neighbors at the Farmer's Market, at the
Park, at the Coffee Shop, at Dumms, etc. In short, we do not think
there is a need for a Community Center in Riverdale Park, especially
since there are centers in the neighboring communites ( as pointe out
in question #1). We are not sure what purpose it would serve, and do
not want our property taxes to be used to build and operate it.
General Comment: If we were able to develop the town center, this
would provide a central place in our community. Why aren't we
putting more resources into this problem?

Has anyone checked to see how well attended these nearby
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community center are?

| do not think we need a community center. | do not want to increase
my taxes for this. Our town has done fine without one. We already
have two buildings in the town, that can be used.

#12 We think our taxes are to(sic) high now. We don't think we need
any more parks or community center.

| see absolutely no NEED for a community center that would entail
increased expense for the town. | pay my share of taxes for services |
can not use because that is what makes us a community. This
concept is an ill conceived venture. Repair the infrastructure.

3 no need

3f no need

10j no need

13 unknown

If this idea goes further it really must be voted on by residents. The
activities listed are available all around us. This would be a wasteful
duplication.

| think we can live without all of this. Thank you. Our taxes will go up.

1d ball room dance at Riverdale Park Town Hall (free!)

2d so far, once this year! went to Riverdale Park's Town hall-dance
lessons

6 twice in a month!

7 not yet!

10j adult recreational activities ballroom
dancing/ballet/backgammon/chess clubs

11 only for non P.G. or Mont. Co. residents

16 plus 2 children who visit on occasion on the weekends, ages 6 &
10

| would love to be included in the planning committee! We need to
promote this and raise the community's interest in this project. It
would benefit Riverdale Park by bringing People out of their homes
and into the community. Older people would benefit- happier people
live longer! Our young people would see good examples, in our times
of fast living, drugs, alcohol, & crime. Our stay-at-home moms would
get a break from dealing with their household and may have more
patience in child rearing. Our working moms could also use a break!
The possibilities are endless! This municipality can benefit a great
deal from establishing a community center. It would promote
community spirit and strength. If | could be of any assistance, please
feel free to give me a call. Thank you.

1) We think there are ample centers around the Riverdale area to
provide activities for interested citizens of Riverdale.
2) Real Estate taxes are high enough, this would be an unwelcome
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tax, and a hardship to some homeowners.
3) Use any extra Town money to Fund our Fire Dept & Police Dept,
These are services the Town needs.

7. We support the Riverdale B&G Club
12. NO!
We don't need a community center!

14 use school

How well utilized are the nearby facilities? | cannot afford any tax
increase. | am barely making it now. Raise my taxes and | may be
forced to move, decalre bankruptcy or something!

13 Questionable

1d Thomas Jefferson C.C. Arlington, Va. (near work)

3f inconvenient

7 not currently, did in the past

16 2 people in this age group

My reason in the past for not using local community centers is
inconvenience. After coming home from work | don't want to have to
get back in my car to go to a class or for exercise. | want to be able to
walk there. | think a community center is important because families
are what makes a community vibrant and we should do everything
we can to attract families to Riverdale Park. | would add after-school
tutoring & exercise equipment to the list of activities at a community
center. Senior citizens day activities is also very much needed in this
community.

1d Langley Park- Tae Kwon Do
7 Not yet! (child is only 3)
8 Not yet!

My youngest child has benefited from participation in the Riverdale
Boys & Girls Club. While both my daughters are a bit older now |
think the idea of a Community Center is a worthwhile pursuit for the
next generation. | would like to see programs for adults in my age
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Comments

range and fitness activities would be a plus. | also think that there are
many opportunities, through a community center to help create a
greater sense of identity and purpose for Riverdale Park & other
citizens. | would support putting my tax dollars to work in this area.

1d Fairland

3e you left out distance to(sic) great- one could have the
transportation

10c Dad's

10j adult education

12 only if based on land value tax

| have been in Riverdale Park since 1975 during that time the only
use of Riverdale Park facilities is the Town Hall for school groups and
the RBGC for organized sportsany other things | have done with
myself in that time or for my children in the past ten years- for
individual education in calligraphy, pottery, painting, gymnastics,
dancing (ballet, Irish step, New England & Southern Contra(?) and
Squares, English set Dancing), photography(?) in physical and life
sciences, natural history have been done in facilities that are not in
Riverdale Park. | am glad for what we do have-but we do not have
much.

| would like to have a community center in the tow(sic) of Riverdale
Park but | would not go along with it, if my property taxes have to go
up to cover cost of construction and maintaining it year after year. If a
community center can be funded 100% by grant money from federal,
state, and county governments, and by donations from residents,
organizations, and businesses in Riverdale Park and sorounding(sic)
areas. Bake sales, yark(sic) sales, etc, etc, etc,| would be for it.

8 Fairland Aquatic Center

I'm a senior citizen and a widow. | don't want to pay any more taxes
than I'm currently paying. The Park Planning Commission has several
Community Centers/ Ball Fields/ Programs for young & old/ use of all
schools for after school programs, all are tax funded. | suggest that
the owners of the large aprtment complexes provide Community
Rooms & Programs for their tenants. Did anyone ever ask them to do
that? | see swimming pools at apartment developments but | don't
see anybody in them-Maybe the Boys & Girls Clubs could provide
volunteer life guards, etc. & the owners of the pools could allow there
(sic) use. Let's use what we have not build more.

1d Chillum-Rollingcrest

5 old-yes but will visit the new one in future

11 1 do not want a community center at this time

14 Not at this time

1. Repair, replace and/or build roads, curbs, gutters and sidewalks
before even thinking about a community center. There are several
good ball parks, centers etc. in the area at this time.
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2. If our taxes are to be raised, then use the revenue for the above
listed purpose and also to replace our volunteer fire department with
professional firemen. The present firemen or some past firemen are
fiscally and morally irresponsible.

2 Never used

3f | have a gym membership @ Bally's

10 I don't see a need for these since these opportunities are currently
all over the surrounding area & UM is building a multi-million dollar
performing arts center so what we'll need will be right down the road-
already paid for

11 1 don't see the need for a town community center. My taxes are
high enough & some go to MNCPPC already.

12 NO WAY

13No need for one

14 We have the B&G Club building already & Wells facility is close
enough if needed.

| already said it but would like to reiterate my opinion that the town
doesn't need it's own community center. If we have extra money
laying around it should be spent on other town needs &
improvements. Here are a few suggestions: road & sidewalk
restoration Aesthetic beautification projects would improve the image
of Riverdale Park (Some areas look really bad) More money given to
the police & fire departments to fund programs for citizen awareness
programs- or meet needs they have to assist them in crime
prevention efforts. We would consider moving if our taxes are
increased just so Riverdale Park can have it's own community center.
Taxes for residents of PG County are high enough already.

of. | have lived in the community for 5+ yrs & was not aware of any
dance classes. (and we teach dance!!)

*Since there are no children in the household, we do not use/
participate in more of Riverdale activities. | would use/participate in
adult education classes if held in Riverdale. Adult fitness classes
should be offered @facility. INDOOR POOL/HYDROTHERAPY
POOL) I am interested in tutoring/mentoring young studnets with their
reading skills/capabilities; space or a program in the facility should be
included for this activity in the evenings, or assistance with
homework. Computers should be available for citizens/students who
need them.

* | seem to remember reading in the "Riverdale Vision" which was
published several years ago, the "promise" of a space in the
community for visual/performing arts.

4a (1)(2)(3)(4)(5)(6)(7)(8)* *see top of last page
4b (1)->(7)
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4c (1)->(4) &(6)

4d (1)-(4), (6)(9)

4e (1)-(4) &(6)

4f same

4g County locations

4h(2)(6)(9)

9a (9)

9b (9)

9c (9)

9d (2)

%e (2)

of (4)&(8)

99(1)-(7)

9f dance (1)-(4)&(6)

9g farm (1)(4)(9)

10a (8)

10b (1)-(7)

10c (6)

10d, 10e, 10f Professional services

10g, 10h (1)(3)(4)

10i (2)-(7)

13 depends on what's there

Note: The numbered existing buildingsbelow correspond to the
numbers I've written beside each activity on the previous pages, not
the question numbers.

| don't think another separate building is needed solely for community
events. The cost of building, running, and maintaining another
building is unwarranted. Less money could be better used by
modifying existing structures and/or paying for use of other facilities
I.e., administrative, guard, janitors, damage bond, etc., bussing.
MNCPPC and the Md. Dept. of Education should be lobbied to make
better use of their facilities. These include the (1) building in
Anacostia River Park near the picnic/ playground and (2) Riverdale
Elem. School. Other sites (that couldbe modified as needed include
the (3) Town Community Center at Anacostia River Park and (4)
Town Hall. arrangements could be worked out to use other nearby
spaces as well: (5) PG Co Library in Hyattsville, (6) St. Bernard's
Catholic & St. John's Lutheran churches, (7) donated space in
Apartment Complexes, health screening at the (8) former Leland
Hospital. Senior and child care should be handled by licensed
professionals. (9) Existing public open spaces should continue being
used as is. If a new community center is built, it should be in the
mode of the new cooperation between MNCPPC& schools- Some
newer communities have Park & Planning Facilities immediately
adjacent to public schools. The MNCPPC property adjacent to
Riverdale Elementary (& on Wells Run) could be used. This location
would greatly enhance our public school. Outdoor fields can easily be
accessed by replacing the old bridge across Wells Run & walking
under EW Hwy to the existing spacious ball fields. Thank you for the
opportunity to conveniently voice my opinion.
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Comments

Absolutely I dont think this is a wise use of town money & energy-
many of the programs, activities listed are already available for the
asking thru MNCPPC & certainly space is available for programs at
the school & town building

Question No.12) A lot of people in this town are home owners and
have been for many years. We have raised our children here and
some of our grandchildren. We had the use of the old community
building, which was just fine. We already have the use of the school,
The Town Hall. This is not a new town. Its an old historic town. If you
think the home owners are going to stand still for this extra tax you
better think again. Who ever dreamed this one up- I'd like to suggest
you go back to sleep! If you think your going to pursue this, you are
going to have a fight on your hands. This is Riverdale Park- not the
post office zip code for Riverdale- We don't need the huge costs of a
Community Center- We don't have enough people in the Town of
Riverdale Park to warrant A large Community Center.
Remember->Riverdale Park->Not Riverdale

1d Deerfield, Beltsville

4e Crossed out children's arts, substituted fairs
13 It depends on what's being offered

14 1 think existing resources are sufficient

It just seems unnecessary to tax for and build a Riverdale Park
recreation center when there are so many recreational opportunities
offered locally; for instance, poetry readings at Riverdale Book/Coffee
Shop, dance classes at town hall, aerobics at College Park, the
hiker-biker trail, and many others for all ages.

1d Brentwood, Palmer Park

Under #16 | think that it is long over do(sic) for this center. Thank you.
| think that a community center at Riverdale Park could creative (?) a
recreation experience for our community because the center could
offer lots of different program like arts & crafts, fithess/exercise,
hobbies, gymnastics, senior citizens, child care, basketball clinic,
pre-school, sports, teen program, weight training, martial arts, safety,
self improvement, dance, a kitchen in the center for cooking program,
computer and gym just look at the near by center like Berwyn
Heights, Bladensburg, College Park, College Park Youth Service
Center, Langley Park, North Brentwood, Prince George's Plaza,
Rollingcrest-Chillum, and also at some of the center they have
shouter(?) table soccer, power slide hockey, pool table, big screen
TV and party room and much more!

10j musical group rehearsals
14 not until other needs are met first (like paving streets)
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| think a community center could be a wonderful resource for people
in this town, but | give it MUCH lower priority than other things the
town should be doing with its EXTREMELY limited cash flow.
Question 12: | would have answered yes to this, if there were no
other projects | viewed as higher priority. What | particularly would
NOT like is a tax for a community center. When there is no tax ( and
therefore no work) for new/improved streets, curbs, and sidewalks.

57 719 1d town office(hall)
4a town office (hall)
RCA- was kicked out of community center
Lions- was kicked out of community ctr. for boys and girls club to use

58 632 1d MNCPP

59 1874 4 don't use any
12 could not afford
#12 &13- We doubt there will be any use for us. Why can't the groups
use the room across from Riverdale park offices or Riverdale
Elementary School, untill (sic) they know if there is a need or enough
people to make it worth while. Also how many that want the Center
are Home Owners and Senior Citizens living on a fixed income and
Cannot afford more taxes.

60 1436

61 608 1d Greenbelt
A community center in Riverdale Park is unneeded. | would hate to
see a decrease in Town Services or an increase in Town taxes to
provide funding for a community center.

62 820

63 166 9 grandchildren

64 2238

65 832 14 1 really can't see spending extra money for a center since The
Park and Planning has always been very helpful- Why don't you finish
fixing and maintaining the upkeep of our lovely town. There's no need
to build a center when we have the schools, churches, and such
lovely parks for the people to use and for the children to play.
12 For the question #12- My real estate taxes is high enough for me
to pay. There's no way that | can see raising taxes for this since
there's other avenues that can be taken. See above.

66 2154

67 1585 2 twice

8 trips
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145

1198

547

1403

1208

1065

631

1888

812

The Town of Riverdale Hall has plenty of room to take care of all
activities in the community.

Above demographic info: Give a place to play for the children.

| notice play on private property. There are no places to play when it
rains. That means that they have to go over people houses and mess
them up. Community Ctr. will help the children have place to stay
when the parents do not have to worry about the child. 69 2009 1d
Bladensburg

We have so many families that have to use public transportation. i
think a community center could only be an asset to this community.
People would be able to walk or ride their bikes and attend all sorts of
classes and activities. Look how wonderful the Boys and Girls Club
took off. They are working with well over 300 children. Just imagine
what can be done when we can incorporate programs for the adults
and other children who are too young or too old to use the boys and
girls club. We have the interest and the space, let's find the resources
and do this! It's what successful, safe, welcoming communities need!

#12 and 14 Riverdale Park already has a Town Center and does not
need to duplicate the functions with a new Community Center. The
Town Center has an auditorium for a wide variety of activities and the
little building near the park provides meeting room also. Riverdale
Park has numerous parks and playing fields. A new Community
Center would be an unnecessary expense and the funds could be put
to better use elsewhere. | would vote against using tax money to
build it.

14 no idea

13 if funded by state or county

| am against any new facility in the town of Riverdale Pk. There are
enough facilities in the area. Our taxes are high enough and | dont
need any more increases. Thank you.

No interest in this community center at all INot Needed! Our town is
doing fine as is and we all know that! Riverdale park is great- No
Changes please.

2 we do not time
8 once in a while
14 probably not

1d Greenbelt

Our tax money has already been diverted to several uses and
activities of which we do not approve or in which we do not
participate. Enough Already. Cut expenses & hold the line on tax
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increases!

78 2005 My husband and | are unwilling to have our taxes increased to build
or operate a community center because of the proximity of several
other centers.

79 912 16 73 years old
80 716
81 1877  We already have a community bldg. that is hardly or ever used. We

do not need a new one. THAT IS A WASTE OF MONEY. We need
sidewalks & street repairs. Come on Let's get real!

82 1373  We do need a community center in our town. | feel embarrassing to
use other city community center. Our city is the old city, we should
have a community center a long time ago for our town children. Last
night (10/28/99), our family went to Halloween party in College Park
community center. We had a good time our(?) there. They have a big
facility and clean. While my kids had a good time, i sat down and
thinking about why our town don't have community center like that;
what is wrong with our city government? Don't they're thinking to
have one for our communities. We have a lot of kids in our Boys &
Girls Club, please have one community center for them and for a lot
of activities for our communities also. we're thinking to move to
College Park or Beltsville area which they have a nice Community
Center for our kids to enjoy. Thanks!

83 1470  1d Greenbelt Yoga Class
2a, 2b sometimes
3d Because we were Riverdale at Greenbelt facility
4c yoga
10a flu shots
10d maybe
10i Doll Club meets currently at Town Hall
10j yoga, tai chi, dance

84 1200

85 2206

86 1812  3ftoo busy
87 641

88 855 8 work

Question #12- | feel P.G. County taxes are high enough if they go up
we will not be able to afford to live here.

Also-I strongly oppose a community center and have many questions
about it
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Comments

1. Will there be a metal detector at the door- You will need it!

2 Will police officers be assigned overtime at the center and will the
pay be worth it for them

3. Who will decide who will be allowed to use it

4. What age will be allowed to use it without adult supervision

5. what is wrong with the current park areas that add no additional
cost to us.

| feel you are opening a whole bag of worms with a community center
that the town need not have to handle.

| feel that a community center in Riverdale Park would be good for old
& young people. | feel it's a wonderful idea!!!

1d Greenbelt
3b for kids

1d Bladensburg

2 e. once every couple years

13 Well, that depends on what goes on there

10J- Good, interesting summer day camps

children's dance classes

home remodeling workshops

Why don't we team up with Hyattsville and make use of the WSSC
building?

every town doesn't need its own expensive, underused facility.
Instead, take the funds and open a year round public farmers,
caterers, & crafts market@ town center. Rent out stalls.

My family used some of the community centers closer to 7 or 8 years
ago; it was mainly to celebrate their friends birthday parties. One of
my kids attended a sock hop at the P.G. community center. | would
like to see a room in the community center set up with treadmill, life
cycle, & weight training aparatus(sic). A person who is trained in
weight training to supervise and instruct in proper use, so someone
too young & underdeveloped doesn't go in and hurt themselves.
There would have to be an age limit on weight training. It could also
be a place where music lessons could be given group style, such as
guitar, violin and brass. It could be a great place to hold a holiday
craft fair.

The reasons why my husband and | have not attended any of the
events/facilities at the neighboring Community Centers or Park
programs are 1) we are new to the area- December will be 1 year 2)
we are not aware of locations and/or events.

Even though we have attended the monthly town hall meetings and
community clubs/organizations meeting, we would have loved to
attend the Riverdale park Day but we had other family issues.

Question 12 We already pay enough taxes. Those who want a
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96 1440
97 2214
98 854
99 2254
100 722
101 894
102 2230
103 1306
104 715

Comments
Community Center should find other means of financing and
operating it than increasing real estate taxes.

13 Unknown

Why spend town money on a community center? when (1) There are
facilities at the park (2) There are bigger issues that the town should
address with tax dollars (3) There is a maintenance cost that the town
would have to cover.

This would be a great idea if P.G. County or the MD Park & Planning
would fund a community center and maintain it.

Remember the town would not fund a new fire engine, the town let
P.G. County buy it, so lets see if they will pay for a community center.

1 Never within 2 yrs
7 Donate

With centers available in the surrounding communities, including our
parks, Wells Ice Rink/Pool, etc., there is no need to build a new
community center in our town. My observation is such that there are
more out of town residents utilizing our present facilities than our
town residents.

Finally, | STRONGLY OBJECT TO THE "MICHAEL HERMAN
COMMUNITY CENTER!"

Please do not increase my taxes.

Don't think we need- what we have is fine. Our mayor is very capable
of running our town in a way we all benefit, and is doing a great job.

| am not sure the town needs its own rec. center. What about a
Hyattsville/Riverdale Park...and maybe University Park Center? As it
is- The P.G. Plaza center seems underutilized. | don't know why that
is...

We have used the College Park Community Center- it's a beautiful
facility and attracts people from many areas- it is close enough for
me- and the classes we have taken were not overcrowded.

If we did decide to build a rec. center we would use the facility for
classes (art, dance, exercise, etc.)- At this point (w/a 6 year old)- we
participate in athletic teams linked to our elementary
school...(Lewisdale/ Univ. Park)

We are very interested in the study - although we have a hard time
attending meetings. Feel free to contact us with questions/
comments. Good Luck!

#11 Do not establish a community center
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Comments
1d Greenbelt, Good Luck Community Ctr.

11 We don't need one

2c Sr mtgs 1st Tues (very seldom 3rd)

7 adult only

Great place to live

Good thought but my kids grown & married 1 family in Rdle 5 sons

3f Don't have time

13 We already have one

1c years ago

3f Don't have time

13 We already have one. - How about the Warren Bldg. & the
community Bldg. we have now.

1d Montpelier Takoma Park Municipal Bldg. Univ. Park (Adelphi Rd.)
Several local visual artist and performing arts groups are seeking
space in the Route 1 corridor. An appropriate space might be used by
these groups in a way which benefits both the artists and the city.
Charges for use or teaching of classes of children are just two
possible ways to work this. Designated walls could be used for
monthly art shows, making the space attractive and interesting while
giving local artists exposure for their work.

| think that if we get a wonderful positive response, and there is great
interest, we should proceed. | guess that's what this survey is all
about.

1d Greenbelt

7 1 did plan to volunteer but was told | wasn't needed.

12 Depends on how much- may have to move to cheaper house
13 unknown

By the questions asked | will probably not use such a center

1d Univ of Maryland

11 DK

13 DK

| think the city residents don't even use our parks enough to add on a
community center. Unless it was financed through the state or other
outside organization, | oppose such an investment. | think our
property taxes are already quite high and would prefer better schools
if we paid higher taxes than a community center.

We do not need or want a tax increase.
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1d 4 years, Langly (sic) Park

3 do not have school age kids

The County provides a large number of Parks & Comunity(sic)
Centers in this neighbourhood (sic). | do not think raising taxes to
duplicate what we allredy (sic) have is a good idea.



In al of the questions, please circle your answer or
check the appropriate box. Add any comments on
any questions in the space provided at the end of the
questionnaire. Thank you.

The Department of Parks and Recreation in Prince
George's County operates Community Centers
throughout the County. In particular, there are three
neighboring Centers.

1. Have any members of your household used any of
the facilities or taken part in an activity sponsored by
one of these centersin the last:

lyear 2years Never

la. Berwyn Heights O O O
1b. College Park O 0 O
1c. Pr. George'sPlaza O O O
1d. Other O O O

If "other", please identify
it

2. If members of your household currently use a
community center, how often do they go?

2a. More than once aweek 0
2b. Once aweek 0
2c. Once amonth 0
2d. Several times per year O

3. If your household does not use any of the existing
community centers, please tell us why?

3a. Nointerest in programs and activities offered
0

3b. No transportation available to get there O
3c. Schedule is not convenient O

3d. Costs too much O

3e. Unaware of the Center and its activities
O

3f. Other O
4. If your household uses one of the existing

community centers, which of the following activities
do you participate in?

4a. Senior Citizen Activities O
4b. Adult Education 0
4c. Adult Fitness/Exercise Classes 0
4d. Teen Activities 0
4e. Children's Arty Crafts 0
4f. Children's Exercise Classes 0
4q. Specia Populations Activities O
4h. Organized Sports League O

5. Have any members of your household visited the
old or new College Park Aviation Museum?

Yes No
6. Have any members of your household toured or
attended cultural events sponsored by the Riversdale
Mansion?

Yes No
7. Do any members of your household participatein
activities sponsored by the Riverdale Boys and Girls
Club?

Yes No



8. Do any members of your household participatein
recreational activities (for example, Scouting or
sports teams) organized by their church or school ?

Yes No

9. The Riverdale Park Recreation Board or the Town
sponsors the following activities during the year.
Have any members of your household attended any
them in the last five years?

9a Easter Egg Hunt Yes No
9b. Summer Day Camp Yes No
9c. Riverdale Park Day Yes No
9d. Children's Halloween Party Yes No
9e. Children's Holiday Party Yes No
9f. Seniors Holiday Luncheon Yes No
9g. English Language Classes Yes No
9f. Dance Classes Yes No
9g.Farmers Market Yes No

10. A center could offer services in addition to those
previoudy listed. The following are some
suggestions. Please check those of interest to you.

10a. Community health screening O
10b. Citizenship classes O
10c. Mom's morning out O
10d. Adult day care O
10e. Full time child care 0
10f. Part time child care 0
10g. Performing arts space O

10h. Visual arts exhibit space O

10i. Meseting rooms O
10j. Other O

11. If acommunity center is established, and funded
in part with Town money, should fees for non-
residents be higher than for residents?

Yes No

12 If acommunity center is established, and funded
in part with Town money, are you willing to have
your real estate taxes increased to pay to build and
operate the center?

Yes No

13. If acommunity center is established in Riverdale
Park, will your household use it?

Yes No

14. Do you think that thereisaneed for a
community center in Riverdale Park?

Yes No
Please give any comments below.

Some information about your household:
14. Doyoulivein a House Apartment
15. If you livein ahouse, do own or rent it?

Own Rent

16. Please check the ages of the members of this
household:

06 7-12 1318 1950 51-up



Please write any comments here. If they apply to a specific question, please give the number of the question.

ONLY if you wish to be contacted by the committee for follow-up, provide the following OPTIONAL
information:

Name

Phone

Thank you for participating in thisimportant survey.
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